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From the CEO desk 
A Responsible and Sustainable Path Forward 

Dear Members and Industry Partners,

Building a Responsible & Sustainable Alcohol 
Industry in 2025  

In 2025, the South African alcohol industry remains a 
key pillar of our economy, contributing R226.3 billion 
in market value and supporting nearly 500,000 jobs. 
However, with this significant impact comes great 
responsibility. At the Drinks Federation of South Africa 
(DF-SA), we are committed to fostering a responsible, 
sustainable, and transparent industry that balances 
economic growth with social accountability.

MARKET INTEGRITY 

Strengthening Responsible Trade: Insights & 
Next Steps 

Responsible trading is the foundation of a 
trustworthy and ethical alcohol industry. At  
DF-SA, we are committed to promoting 
responsible trade by working closely with formal 
and main market retailers to enforce key 
principles:

Celebrating South Africa 
Wine’s Legacy & Future: 
Happy Birthday, South 
Africa Wine!        

On 2 February 1659, the first wine was crafted on 
South African soil, marking the beginning of a rich 
and storied history. Today, South African wine 
is globally celebrated for its exceptional quality, 
innovation, and deep cultural roots.

DGB Expands ‘The 
Travelling Classroom’ to 
Transform Education in the 
Cape Winelands 

DGB has doubled its impact in rural education 
by launching a second Travelling Classroom, 
a mobile learning facility providing essential 
literacy, math, and computer skills to 
over 5,000 primary school children and 
153 teachers across 19 schools in the Cape 
Winelands.

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
& COLLABORATION 

Key engagements at various levels with 
government stakeholders have been made.  
Our discussions with senior officials focused on 
critical issues such as the proposed excuse tax 
policy and the efforts to combat the illicit trade  
of alcohol. 

Strategic priority areas
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Research Insights: Updates on Key Studies 
and What’s Coming Next 

Quantitative Research: National 
Prevalence Study
The updated report has been shared with the 
Board for final review and approval, and the 
next step is for the Board to discuss how to use 
these findings while maintaining transparency.

READ MORE

Member news & updates:  
your industry roundup 

Communications Code of Conduct: Key 
Campaign Updates & What’s Ahead in 2025 

A big thank you to everyone who participated in 
this important initiative. Thanks to your teams’ 
dedication, 120 company members and 44 
participants from agencies, retailers, wine farms, 
and other sectors successfully completed the 
online Communications Code of Conduct (CCoC) 
test.


